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Executive Director MIKE GORMAN 

A u g u s t  28, 1959 

Mrs. A l b e r t  D. Lasker 
V i l l a  F i o r e n t i n a ,  S t .  J e a n  
C a p  F e r r a t ,  A l p s  Marit ime 
F r a n c e  

Dear Mary : 

J u s t  a n o t e  t o  b r i n g  you u p  t o  d a t e :  

1, J a n e  s a i d  on  t h e  phone  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  t h a t  you 
were c u r i o u s  a s  t o  how much e f f e c t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v e r y  
n e g a t i v e  m e s s a g e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e  s i g n i n g  of o u r  b i l l  
would  h a v e .  T h e r e  i s  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  
Flemming w i l l  use t h e  c r i t e r i a  s e t  u p  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e  t o  
s l o w  u p  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

S e c r e t a r y  Flemming h a s  c a l l e d  a m e e t i n g  of key  
members o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l s  f o r  T u e s d a y ,  
S e p t e m b e r  1. F a r b e r ,  R a v d i n  and I leBakey h a v e  b e e n  
i n v i t e d ,  among o t h e r s .  The  announced  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  i s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  
Co ixnc i l  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  coming y e a r .  

2. T h i s  l e a d s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
S e n a t e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  S u b c o m m i t t e e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m s  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of 
H e a l t h .  S e n a t o r  H i l l  c a l l e d  a m e e t i n g  of  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  
t h i s  p a s t  T u e s d a y  t o  g e t  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  names I 
had s u b m i t t e d .  He was q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  of  some of t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  members. B o t h  
S e n a t o r s  P a s t o r e  and S t e n n i s  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  v a s t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  med ica l  r e s e a r c h  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  N I f I  and t h e y  
s a i d  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m a i l  c r i t i c a l  o f  
s u c h  a l a r g e  i n c r e a s e .  S e n a t o r  M a r g a r e t  S m i t h ,  who h a s  
a l w a y s  b e e n  i n  o u r  c o r n e r ,  a g r e e d  and s a i d  t h a t  m o s t  of 
t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  vo lume  of m a i l  s h e  was r e c e i v i n g  was i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n .  Even o l d  C a r l  I layden  
a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  was  s e r i o u s .  

T h e r e  was  a g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  S e n a t o r s  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s m e n  be 
a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  t ake  a t o u g h  l o o k  a t  t h e  
w h o l e  NIH p r o g r a m .  I l i l l  was f o r c e d  t o  accede t o  t h i s  
r e q u e s t  and  we a r e  now g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a l i s t  of names.  
I e n c l o s e  a l i s t  of  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t s  who h a v e  a l r e a d y  
a c c e p t e d .  
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SPONSORING MEMBERS 

Spafford Ackerly, M.D. 

Mrs. H. R. Aldredge 

Chester Alter, Ph.D. 

Mrs. Max Ascoli 

Mr. George Babbitt, Jr. 

Mr. Edward L. Bernays 

Mr. Barry Bingham 

Mr. Henry Bloomgarden 

Karl Bowman, M.D. 

Francis J. Braceland, M.D. 

Henry W. Brosin, M.D. 

Mr. Arthur Bunker 

Melvin A. Casberg, M.D. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bennett Cerf 

Mr. David Crockett 

R. W. Cumley; Ph.D. 

Mr. Ralph K. Davies 
Franklin G. Ebaugh, M.D. 

0. Spurgeon English, M.D. 

Jack EwaIt, M.D. 

Jacob Finesinger, M,D. 

Mr. Emerson Foofe 

Mrs. Hunter Galloway 

Edwin Gildea, M.D. 

Margaret C. L. Gildea, M.D. 

Roy Grinker, M.D. 

Mr. & Mrs. John Gunther 

Mr. Arnold Hanger 

Mr. Irving Harris 

F. Homburger, M.D. 

Robert W. Hyde, M.D. 

Mrs. Henry Ittieson, Sr. 

M. Ralph Kaufmann, M.D. 

William K. Keller, M.D. 

Mr. George Killion 

Mrs. Robert Kintner 

Nathan Kline, M.D. 

Mrs. Alexander Knox 

Judge John H. Lamneck 

George M. Leader 

Miss  Isabel leighton 

Mrs. David Levy 

Mr. & Mrs. loshua Logan 

Mrs. Leonard Lyons 

Mr. Arthur Mag 

Mr. Albert Q. Maisel 

Mrs. Joseph Mankiewicz 

Mr. Harold Mantell 

Mrs. Edward Marcus 

Mr. Ben May 

Mrs. Edward F. McSweeney 

Karl A. Menninger, M.D. 

William C. Menninger, M.D. 
Miss Lois Mattox Miller 

John A. P. Millet, M.D. 

Robert A. Moore, M.D. 

Douglas Orr, M.D. 

Mr. ‘AI Ostrow 

Clifton T. Perkins, M.D. 

Howard Potter, M.D. 

Mr. Bernard Reis 

Mrs. Jesse Robison 

Mr. Elmo Roper 

Mr. Thomas Rosenberg 

Miss Helen Ross 

Leonard Rountree, M.D. 

Arthur H. Ruggles, M.D. 

Mrs. Howard Sachs 

Julius Schreiber, M.D. 

Mr. Spyros P. Skouras 

Harry C. Solomon, M.D. 

Benjamin Spock, M.D. 

Mrs. Charles Vidor 

Ozro T. Woods, M.D. 

Si Bernard Wortis, M.D. 

Mrs. F. H.‘ Wright 

(List  Incomplete) 

Purpose: Through a brood educational campaign, to create public understanding and support of the 10-point Bill of 

Rights for the mentally ill adopted by the 1954 National Governors’ Conference on Mental Heolth. To convince the 

American people to actively support federal, state and local preventive mental health programs emphasizing research, 

training and expanded clinic and community services designed to treat and cure mental illness in its early stages. 
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and  the  time f o r  i t .  S e n a t o r  Hill i s  v e  rrked and h e  
h a s  t a k e n  a n  a m a z i n g l y  l o n g  t ime i n  a p p r  
and s e t t i n g  u p  the  f i r s t  m e e t i n g .  I n  a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
F a r b e r  and 1 - l i l l  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  we a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  
f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was a s ide  e f f e c t  o f  o u r  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  b i g  l e a g u e s .  J u s t  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o  we were 
g e t t i n g  t o o  l i t t l e  money t o  j u s t i f y  any  c r i t i c i s m  of  e x c e s s i v e  
s p e n d i n g ;  now and e a c h  y e a r  f r o m  now on we m u s t  e x p e c t  
p p w e r f u l  <$emand$ t h a t  ~dle d o c u m e n t  o u r  case v e r y  c a r e f u l l y .  

s h e  was r u n n i n g  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  n e x t  y e a r  s h e  would  need  
some p o w e r f u l  a r g u m e n t s  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  a d v e r s e  m a i l  s h e  
h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v i n g  and t h e  c r i t i c i s m  of  h e r  by A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f f i c i a l s .  

*-ch e c on s u 1 t an t s 

For  e x a m p l e ,  S e n a t o r  S m i t h  t o l d  H i l l  t h a t  s i n c e -  

3. The  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  t o u g h  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t h r o u g h  f i s c a l  1961. Take  the  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  
a n  e x a m p l e .  A s  you may remember ,  we g o t  t h e  VA medical 
r e s e a r c h  f i g u r e  u p  t o  $15,834,000 t h i s  y e a r ,  o f  w h i c h  
$1,500,000 i s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
$ 2 0 , 3 4 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  f i s c a l  1901, o f  w h i c h  $3,000,000 was f o r  
r e s e a r c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  On A u g u s t  21, D r .  Cummings was 
n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  b u d g e t  f o r  f i s c a l  1901 would  be $ 1 5 , 3 4 4 , 0 0 0  
T h i s  i s  $3,500,000 u n d e r  t h e  f i s c a l  1900 b u d g e t .  I e n c l o s e  
a l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  I l e p a r t m e n t  o f  M e d i c i n e  
and  S u r g e r y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  i t s  own c h i l l i n g  e l o q u e n c e .  

i s  l e a v i n g  O c t o b e r  1. Ilis s u c c e s s o r  i s  D r .  J a m e s  Musser, 
hand p icked  by  D r .  M i d d l e t o n .  

The  VA r e q u e s t e d  

D r .  Cummings,  who i s  f e d  up  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s ,  

4. T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Medical R e s e a r c h  b i l l  i s  s t i l l  
bogged down. S e n a t o r  Hill h a s  had two m e e t i n g s  w i t h  
C o n g r e s s m a n  R o b e r t s  i n  t h e  l a s t  week b u t  t o  r e a l l y  no  
a v a i l .  € l i l l  has a l s o  worked  on  C o n g r e s s m a n  i larr is .  

l e t t e r s  s i n c e  t h e  c l o s e  o f  the  h e a r i n g s  on A u g u s t  6. 
I h a v e  i n  my f o l d e r  more t h a n  40 l e t t e r s  and wires  f r o m  
A r k a n s a s  t o  H a r r i s ,  l a r g e l y  i n s p i r e d  by Dr. EIoward R u s k .  
Some o f  t h e s e  come f r o m  p r e s i d e n t s  of o i l  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e  
Commerce and I n d u s t r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  New Y o r k ,  e t c .  

E x .  R u s k  h a s  d o n e  a m a g n i f i c e n t  j p b ;  i n  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  
I h a v e  b e e n  down h e r e  I h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  s u c h  p r e s s u r e  
a p p l i e d .  On Monday o f  t h i s  w e e k  I)r. R u s k  a r r a n g e d  f o r  
D r .  Thomas D o o l e y  t o  s e n d  wi re s  t o  a l l  t h e  members of  
t h e  Committee. 

The  Committee h a s  b e e n  f l o o d e d  w i t h  w i r e s  and 

5. I e n c l o s e  t h e  s p e e c h  w h i c h  S e n a t o r  I l i l l  w i l l  
d e l i v e r  i n  B i rmingham on  O c t o b e r  5. T h i s  i s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  
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important  speech f o r  Senator  H i l l ,  s i n c e  he has been 
d~#.Ly. batherred by t h e  e d i t o r i a l  and o t h e r  c r i t i c i s  
i n  Alabama of h i s  a c t i o n s  on medical r e sea rch .  The 

i t  has gone t h r o u g h  f o u r  d r a f t s  -- because I - l i l l  has 
sweated over each d r a f t  w i t h  the  idea  of s e l l i n g  t h e  
d o c t o r s  of Alabama t h a t  he i s  n o t  t h e i r  sworn enemy. ' r  

speech has been e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  w r i t e  

C o r d i a l l y ,  

\ k j ,  i 5 

Y $ enc losu res  
\ 
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